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TOWNSHIP TAXES

TOWNSHIP AND COUNTY TAXES

SCHOOL DISTRICT TAXES

Earned Income Tax (EIT) is billed, maintained and collected by 
Keystone Collections Group. Information about the EIT is on the 
Township's website  navigate to “Government” at the top, and 
under the “Tax Collector” category, select “Earned Income Tax 
(EIT)” this page contains key summaries, FAQs, a link to the EIT 
collection entity, and a link to the enabling ordinance.

Real Estate taxes continue to be billed, maintained and collected 
by the Chester County Treasurer's Office.

Township and County taxes are billed, maintained and collected by 
the Chester County Treasurer's Office.

Chester County Treasurer’s Office
313 West Market Street, Suite 3202
West Chester, PA 19380
610-344-6370
Treasurerdept@chesco.org

School District taxes are billed, maintained and collected by the 
Tredyffrin/Easttown School District Business/Tax Office through 
Keystone Collections Group.

Keystone Collections Group
Taxpayer Services Department • 724-978-0300 or
Toll-Free: 866-539-1100 • https://keystonecollects.com/contact/

BERWYN FIRE COMPANY

PAOLI FIRE COMPANY

FIRE ADMINISTRATION

23 Bridge Avenue
Berwyn, PA 19312
Website: www.berwynfireco.org
Non-Emergency: 610-644-6050
Email: info@berwynfireco.org

69 Darby Road
Paoli, PA 19301
Website: www.paolifirecompany.org
Non-Emergency: 610-644-1712

Joseph O’Leary, Fire Administrator 
joleary@easttown.org

Erik Unger, Chair
eunger@easttown.org

Sean Axel, Vice Chair
saxel@easttown.org

Alex Bosco, Member
abosco@easttown.org

Susan LeBoutillier, Member
sleboutillier@easttown.org

Michael Wacey, Member
mwacey@easttown.org

566 Beaumont Road
Devon, PA 19333
Website: www.easttown.org
Phone: 610-687-3000
Email: easttown@easttown.org

BOARD OF SUPERVISIORS

MUNICIPAL COMPLEX

TOWNSHIP DIRECTORY

PUBLISHED BY FRANKLIN MAPS •  • 610-265-6277 Email: FranklinMaps@aol.com

RESIDENT FYI • TRASH AND SEWER PAYMENT INORMATION
TRASH AND RECYCLING PAYMENTS
Trash payments & questions can be remitted by:

Phone at: 877-589-8640

Online at: 
https://EasttownTownshipTrash.secure.munibilling.com

Check - mailed to:
Easttown Township Trash Disposal
P.O. Box 271
Ithaca, NY 14851

In-Person at: Tompkins Bank (Wayne Location)

TAX INFORMATION

Township Contact: Sherry Pritchard, Accounts Administrator | spritchard@easttown.org | 610-687-3000 X116

POLICE ADMINISTRATION

EASTTOWN LIBRARY

Email: police@easttown.org
Non-Emergency: 610-341-9780

720 First Avenue
Berwyn, PA 19312
Website: www.easttownlibrary.org
Phone: 610-644-0138
Email: info@easttownlibrary.org

David J. Obzud
Chief of Police
dobzud@easttown.org

Amber M. Osborne
Library Director
aosborne@ccls.org

SEWER PAYMENTS
Sewer payments can be remitted by:

Phone at: 833-591-7204

Online at: 
https://EasttownTownship.secure.munibilling.com

Check - mailed to:
Easttown Township Sewer Rental
P.O. Box 33
Ithaca, NY 14851

In-Person at: Tompkins Bank (Wayne Location)

Chester County Treasurer's Office
313 W. Market Street, Suite 3202, West Chester, PA 19380
610-344-6370 •treasurerdept@chesco.org

Tredyffrin/Easttown School District Business/Tax Office
940 W. Valley Road, Suite 1700, Wayne, PA 19087
610-510-1940

Payments can be remitted by:

Online at: Pay.KeystoneCollects.com

Payment Drop Box:
Chester County Intermediate Building
455 Boot Road
Downingtown, PA 19335

Check or Money Order - Mailed to:
Keystone Collections Group
Real Estate Tax Payment
P.O. Box 505
Irwin, PA 15642

For questions or more information
Tredyffrin/Easttown School District
Business/Tax Office
940 West Valley Road, Suite 1700
Wayne, PA 19087
610-240-1940

TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATION
Don Curley
Township Manager
dcurley@easttown.org

Jonathan Ewald
Assistant Township Manager
jewald@easttown.org

Sue Lalle
Director of Finance
slalle@easttown.org

Colleen Gray
Director of Planning and Zoning
cgray@easttown.org

Joseph A. Rodo
Director of Public Works
jrodo@easttown.org



EASTTOWN TOWNSHIP · SUMMER 20254 PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS · TO ADVERTISE CALL 610-265-6277

PUBLIC MEETING SCHEDULE*

UPCOMING EVENTS

Held in the Township Building Meeting 
Room and Open to the Public

7:00 PM: third Monday of the month,
(first Monday October - January)

6:00 PM: first Monday of the month

6:15 PM: second Monday of the month

7:00 PM: fourth Wednesday of the month
at the Easttown Library

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

CITIZEN COMMUNICATION 
ADVISORY BOARD

EASTTOWN CITIZEN'S ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE

EASTTOWN LIBRARY BOARD
OF TRUSTEES

EASTTOWN MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY 
COUNCIL

HISTORICAL COMMISSION

PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD

PLANNING COMMISSION

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

7:15 PM: second Tuesday of the month

7:15 PM: third Tuesday of the month

7:00 PM: second Wednesday of the month

6:00 PM: third Tuesday of the month

7:00 PM: first Tuesday of the month

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
6:15 PM: second Tuesday of the month

*Some meeting dates are shifted due to holidays. Alternate meeting 
dates are available on the Township Public Meeting Calendar at 
www.easttown.org

ZONING HEARING BOARD
7:00 PM: third Thursday of the month
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Independently owned and operated. Terms and conditions apply. Cannot be
combined with other offers. May not be available in all service areas. Offer
expires 10/31/25. © 2025 Bumble Bee Blinds. All rights reserved.
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CONTINUED ELECTRIC SYSTEM UPGRADE

PECO will be completing an infrastructure upgrade project to 
enhance the local electric distribution system. This $3 million 
investment will help withstand more frequent and damaging 
storms, improve reliability by reducing the frequency of outages 
that cannot be prevented, and support the adoption of cleaner 
energy resources such as solar and electric vehicles.

About the project:
• PECO will be upgrading and installing new, innovative equipment, 
including new poles and tree-resistant aerial wires.

• Advanced devices will be installed that can stop the flow of 
electricity if a problem occurs and automatically restore electricity 
where possible.

What you'll see during this project:
• Please see the map on where the upgrades will occur.

• PECO anticipates tree removals and tree trimming work will be 
required.

• All work will be performed by PECO crews and qualified PECO 
contractors.

• PECO has developed a plan to minimize direct customer impact as 
much as possible and to complete the project in a safe and timely 
manner.

During the next few weeks, qualified PECO contractor Davey 
Resource Group will be in your area surveying the necessary tree 
work. If there is required tree work on your property, PECO will 
contact you directly to review the plan in-person.

Tree work is anticipated to begin in May 2025 and is expected to be 
completed in June 2025. Work on electrical equipment, including 
poles and wires, is scheduled to start once tree work is complete. 
The project is expected to be completed in December 2025.

Vegetation work followed by construction to meet energy needs.

IMPORTANT UPDATES FOR RESIDENTS
EMA & Supervisors Evaluating Best 
Funding Method for Sewer Rate Increase
The Easttown Municipal Authority (EMA), who oversees 
the sewer system and any planned maintenance, is 
working with the Township Supervisors to evaluate the 
best methods for funding increases in sewer rates while 
keeping the costs as low as possible.

KEY UPDATES

Valley Forge Sewer Authority (VFSA) Treatment Plant  
The VFSA initiated a $28M capital upgrade for which 
Easttown customers are obligated to pay around $3.8M.  
That upgrade raised the sewer fee by around $400,000 
in 2025 and is expected to require an additional fee of 
around $900,000 in 2026.  Additional annual payments 
will be necessary until the obligation is repaid.

AQUA Trunk Sewer
Easttown pays AQUA to transport Easttown's 
wastewater to the VFSA.  That fee has risen 
considerably over the last few years, from around 
$410,000 in 2020 to around $878,000 in 2025.

Capital Improvements
Sewer systems consist of pipes, pumps, parts and 
buildings.  This equipment requires ongoing repair and 
replacement.  Those repairs and replacements are 
expensive.  Easttown recently completed the 
installation of a new force-main pipe at the cost of 
around $3.2M).  The new debt service was added to the 
existing debt service, and payments will continue until 
the obligation is repaid.  The total debt service is around 
$1.3M per year.

Collectively, the VFSA fee, the AQUA fee and the debt 
service for Capital Improvements represent around 2/3 
of the Township's annual cost for sewer operations.

If you have questions or want more information, 
contact our Staff at 610-687-3000 or visit the Public 
Works departmental page at www.easttown.org.

Crews may need to temporarily interrupt electric service to safely 
complete some of this work. PECO will work with customers to 
ensure they are informed in advance of activities and any planned 
interruptions. To ensure you receive all outage updates, confirm 
your phone number is accurate through PECO's MyAccount system 
at peco.com/myaccount or by calling PECO at 1-800-494-4000.

If you have any questions regarding the details of this project and 
how it may impact you, please contact Patricia Haug, Customer 
Liaison for PECO, at Patricia.Haug@exeloncorp.com.



7PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS · TO ADVERTISE CALL 610-265-6277 EASTTOWN TOWNSHIP · SUMMER 2025



EASTTOWN TOWNSHIP · SUMMER 20258 PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS · TO ADVERTISE CALL 610-265-6277

NEW TRASH COLLECTION SERVICE

Due to Easttown's current contract with Republic 
Services set to expire on 9/30/2025, a new contract has 
been awarded to the lowest bidder (per Township 
guidelines), Whitetail Disposal — A Casella Company, 
effective starting on 10/1/2025.

KEY UPDATES

2026 RATE INCREASE
The trash fee, charged quarterly to customers, will 
continue to match the contract fee charged by the 
contractor; Easttown anticipates an increase of 
approximately +10% for 2026.

FULL AUTOMATION
Both trash and recycling containers will be collected via 
automated collection vehicles in the provided toters.

TRASH/RECYCLING TOTERS
New trash and recycling toters will be delivered to your 
residence (or each household) by Whitetail Disposal at 
the end of September; Republic Services will collect 
their recycling toters at the time of their last collection.

Whitetail Disposal to Replace Republic Services Starting October 1st
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TRASH & RECYCLING COLLECTION CALENDAR
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EASTTOWN TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT
Back to School Safety
As the new school year begins, the Easttown Township 
Police Department would like to remind residents, 
parents, students, and drivers of the importance of 
school safety.

With increased traffic and more children walking or 
biking to school, we urge all motorists to slow down, 
obey posted speed limits—especially in school 
zones—and remain vigilant at crosswalks and bus stops. 
Pennsylvania law requires drivers to stop at least 10 feet 
from a school bus with its red lights flashing and stop 
arm extended.

Parents are encouraged to review safe walking routes 
with children, remind them to look both ways before 
crossing streets, and avoid distractions such as phones 
while walking. Students riding bikes should wear 
helmets and follow the rules of the road.

Let's work together to make this school year safe and 
successful for all.

School Bus Safety
School's starting soon and we all have one thing in 
common—we care about our children's safety…we 
want them to enjoy their years in school and to return 
safely to us each afternoon.

One way to ensure their safety is to go over a few 
simple rules:

• Have them wait for the bus in a safe place, away from 
traffic and the street;

• Stay away from the bus until it comes to a complete
stop and the driver signals them to enter;

• When being dropped off, exit the bus and walk ten 
giant steps away from the bus. Also, the bus driver can 
see them best when they are farther from the bus;

• Use the handrail to enter and exit the bus;

• Stay away from the bus until the driver gives his/her
signal that it's okay to approach; and

• Be aware of the street traffic.  Drivers are required to 
follow certain rules of the road concerning school 
buses, however, not all do!
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Over 4,000 Homes see these ads!
Call 610-265-6277 to advertise your business or organization.

Your pet's experience
matters to us.
Your experience
matters to us.

Dr. Steve Mehler and his team specialize
in soft tissue and orthopedic surgery.

81 Lancaster Ave., Devon, PA 19333

Athena Bookkeeping Services LLC

We offer the following
QuickBooks services:

Product Selection • Set-up & Configuration • Training
Troubleshooting • Bank & Credit Card Reconciliations

On-going Support • Consulting Services
“Best Practice” Implementation

(610) 283-1110
Devon, PA 19333

www.athenabook.com

richard.woodville@athenabook.com

Family owned and
operated since 1964

Generator Installation & Servicing
Home Safety Inspections
Interior Lighting Design
and Installation
Outdoor/Landscape Lighting
Service Repairs and Upgrades
EV Charging Installation

Fully licensed & insured! #PA030933Follow Us! @rgwelectricalcontracting

(610) 647-4344 • RGWElectricalContracting.com • RGWElectric@Comcast.net

OUR ELECTRICIANS ARE CERTIFIED TO INSTALL AND SERVICE GENERAC GENERATORS

RGW Electrical Contracting • 22 Leopard Road • Paoli PA, 19301

Some of our services:
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HISTORY MATTERS
The Signal Hill Skirmish: Who, 
But a Fool, Ever Threatened to 
Burn a Stone House
The decisive British victory at Battle of 
Brandywine in mid-1777 led to the British 
occupying Philadelphia while the 
Continental army winter encampment was 
nearby in Valley Forge. The British Army 
occupied Philadelphia for about nine 
months before leaving in June of 1778 to 
merge forces with troops in New York City. 
The British Army obtained much of the 
necessary food and supplies to feed their 
force of some 15,000 soldiers located in the 
city by foraging supplies in the surrounding 
areas.

The Continental Army established outposts 
to provide intelligence for Washington and 
his staff, monitor British troop movements, 
capture supplies from British foraging 
parties, and intercept local produce headed 
to the market in Philadelphia. One such line 
of outposts extended from Mont Joy at 
Valley Forge, along what is now Cassat 
Avenue, down Waterloo Avenue and along 
Newtown Road. The outposts used 
rudimentary platforms placed in tall trees 
on high ground to observe nearby roads and 
send/receive signals to other outposts along 
the line. The outpost on the hill at the 
Southeast corner of Sugartown and 
Newtown Roads was the site of a short 
battle on January 18, 1778. This was likely 
the only significant action in Easttown 
during the Revolutionary War.

The hill is known locally as “Signal Hill” to 
memorialize the encounter. The stone 

house that quartered the continental 
detachment at the outpost still exists, has 
been added onto several times in the last 
250 years, and is currently “A Childs Place,” 
a child care and daycare center at 524 
Sugartown Road.

This line of outposts was under the 
command of 21 year old Captain Henry 
“Lighthorse Harry” Lee of Virginia. His 
activity at these outposts were so successful 
in disrupting the British supply provisions 
from this sector that the British 
commander, General Sir William Howe, 
planned an attack in early 1778 to capture 
Lee and restore supply shipments for his 
forces in the city.

British spies provided the location and size 
of Lee's detachment. The British sent out 
200 mounted troops under the command of 
Captain Crewe. The British assault was led 
by a subordinate officer Banastre Tarleton, 
who later distinguished himself with 
aggressive tactics and brutal attacks in the 
Southern Campaign (1779-1781).

As the British approached the outpost on 
the morning of January 18th, several of the 
Continental soldiers out early scouting for 
supplies nearby were captured before they 
could sound an alarm. The remaining 10 or 
so American soldiers at the outpost 
barricaded themselves in the stone house. 
James Scott, the property owner working in 
the nearby barn, managed to escape 
unnoticed to seek additional troops 
quartered a mile or two to the North. Upon 
surrounding the house, Tarleton called out 
for the unconditional surrender of Lee and 
his soldiers. According to reports, Lee's 
response (somewhat humorous given the 
dire circumstances) was “Who but a fool 
ever threatened to burn a stone house.”

The Continental soldiers were greatly 
outnumbered, but managed to return fire 
from various window and door openings to 
simulate a greater number of defendants. 
They successfully repelled the initial assault 
to enter the house. There was little 
protection for the advancing troops in the 
yard surrounding the house, and Tarleton 
himself benefitted from a carbine misfire 
from point blank range. The British soldiers 
eventually turned towards the stable to 
capture the horses, but a volley of shots 
from that side of the house turned them 
back. Tradition has it that Captain Lee 
shouted out encouragement about 
oncoming reinforcements and Lieutenant 
Lindsay, in an attempt to distract the British, 
beckoned from a second floor window to 
non-existent Continental relief troops to 
hurry - as if they were nearby.

The British troops took the bait and 
withdrew from the property to return to 
Philadelphia via Newtown and Darby Roads. 
The battle likely lasted an hour or two. The 
British casualties included three dead and 
three wounded. The Americans suffered 
several wounded soldiers but no deaths.

The original 
“stone house”, 
central portion 
of today's 
daycare center.

The opposing leaders
Tarleton led the Signal Hill Skirmish as a 
junior officer. He rose through the ranks 
quickly after the British returned to New 
York from the Philadelphia Campaign in 
June 1778. His reputation grew as an 
aggressive tactician and the brutal handling 
of opponents in the New York theater. That 
reputation grew even stronger later in the 
war after leading numerous bloody battles 
in the Southern Campaigns.

Henry Lee was also a young officer in the 
Continental Army at the time of the Signal 
Hill Skirmish, having recently graduated 
from the College of New Jersey (now 
Princeton University). He distinguished 
himself at the prior battle of Brandywine 
and later in the Revolutionary War Southern 
Campaign, rising to the rank of Major 
General. He was also the father of Robert E. 
Lee who led the Confederate army during 
the American Civil War.

The Tarleton Estate
It's not certain when the property was 
eventually named “Tarleton” for the British 
officer who led the assault. Tarleton, Inc was 
incorporated in 1964 at this address, and 
relocated to the Tarleton Day School on 327 
Waterloo Avenue in 1986. The current 
daycare center, “A Child's Place,” acquired 
the property in 1987 and relocated their 
childcare center from the Strafford 
Elementary School property.

Sources:
James Scott, Signal Hill Property Owner: Chester County Deeds 1688-1918: 
three parcels Book L, p.247 (1759); Book Q-2, p115 (1762);
Book Q-2, p113 (1764).

Herbert Fry (2004): Easttown, Old in History Young in Spirit, p. 55

TEHS Quarterly, July 1939 2:59-74

TEHS Quarterly, January 1979 17(1):3-6

American History Central: Banastre Tarleton, History, Facts,
Significance, APUSH

Tarleton School History: Banecdotes: The Tarleton Nursery School,
Berwyn, PA
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SAVE UP TO $2,800
NEW ROOF OR SIDING! Restrictions apply.

Call for details.

There’s a reason We’ve been servicing the Main Line for 28 years!

484.412.8246 www.jimmillerinc.com
28TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY SALE!
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WATER QUALITY CONSERVATION
Forested Riparian Buffers are 
Invaluable.  Here's Why…
Most streams in Easttown Township are part 
of the Darby Creek Watershed which flows 
south through Delaware County to the John 
Heinz National Wildlife Refuge and under   I-
95 into the Delaware River.  Much of the 
western Darby Creek headwaters are in our 
township. This is significant because what 
happens in the headwaters impacts the 
water quality in the creek throughout the 
watershed.  

Land development, tree removal, and 
especially impervious surfaces are the 
greatest causes of degraded water quality in 
our local waterways. An impervious surface 
is one that does not let water pass through 
it, such as pavement (parking lots, roads, 
sidewalks, driveways), the foundation of a 
house, or a hard-surface patio. Impervious 
surfaces disallow water from being 
absorbed by the land. Without deep tree 
and plant roots to hold it, soil is washed 
away as stormwater flows over it, eroding 
creek banks, increasing sediment, and 
carrying pollutants (especially road salt), all 
of which is detrimental to water quality and 
aquatic wildlife.

One of the most effective ways to improve 
water quality is through riparian buffers. A 
riparian buffer is a long strip of preferably 
native vegetation thirty to one hundred feet 
in width bordering the creek bank. The 
most efficient riparian buffers, known as 
forested riparian buffers, include trees.  
Lawns are not effective riparian buffers as 
grass roots are only as deep as the grass is 
tall. According to the PA Department of 

Environmental Protection, "Riparian 
forested buffers are crucial to the protection 
and enhancement of the water resources in 
Pennsylvania.”

Riparian buffers are even more critical for 
the Darby Creek headwaters here in 
Easttown Township. As noted by Fischer and 
Fischenich (2000), “Riparian buffers in 
headwater streams have much greater 
influences on overall water quality within a 
watershed than those buffers occurring in 
downstream reaches. Even the best buffer 
strips along larger rivers and streams cannot 
significantly improve water that has been 
degraded by improper buffer practices 
higher in the watershed.” 

Accordingly, a mature forested riparian 
buffer in Easttown Township, such as the 
one along the Darby Creek tributary in 
Hilltop Park, is invaluable. Here's why…

A forested riparian buffer captures 70-90% 
of sediments and provides bank 
stabilization, improving water quality. 
Enhancing a tree and shrub riparian buffer 
with a vegetated filter strip of tall native 
grasses traps fine silt and sand, increasing 
sediment retention to 92-96% and further 
augmenting water quality. Additionally, 
each mature deciduous tree in a forested 
riparian buffer absorbs up to 11,000 gallons 
of water per year, thereby reducing 
flooding.

An exemplary forested riparian buffer, such 
as the one at Hilltop Park, includes 
wetlands, marshes and connected 
floodplains that promote a robust 
ecosystem locally and downstream in the 
watershed. Water quality in the Hilltop Park 

tributary is comparable to other higher 
quality Easttown Township Darby Creek 
water testing sites, indicating that sediment 
pollutants and contaminants are being 
processed by the mature forested riparian 
buffer and the functioning aquatic 
ecosystem.

Forested riparian buffers are more efficient 
than other types of riparian buffers.  
Compared to grassland buffers, forested 
riparian buffers slow the rate of water flow 
by 2.5 times and reduce peak flows to 
downstream waterbodies, resulting in 
reduced rates of flooding. Forested riparian 
buffers also have up to 5 times more biotic 
life which filters out contaminants, such as 
up to 9 times more nitrogen uptake and up 
to 2-5 times more phosphorus uptake. 
Excesses of these nutrients (eutrophication) 
can cause algal overgrowth and blooms, 
leading to hypoxia (dissolved oxygen 
depletion) and the death of aquatic 
organisms, including fish.

The trees in a forested riparian buffer are 
critical to a thriving aquatic ecosystem. 
Macroinvertebrates are important 
bioindicators of water quality and a healthy 
ecosystem.  Macroinvertebrates are animals 
without a backbone that can be seen 
without using a microscope or magnifying 
glass, such snails, mussels, crayfish, and the 
larvae of dragonflies, mayflies, and many 
other insects. These aquatic 
macroinvertebrates are incredibly important 
to the ecosystem. Mussels filter and clean 
the water. They are a food source for 
muskrats, river otters, raccoons, and 
waterfowl. The aquatic insect larvae provide 
sustenance for frogs, salamanders, turtles, 
sunfish, trout, bass, and other fish. Aquatic 
insects that have undergone 
metamorphosis and fly off are food for 
frogs, turtles, bluebirds, tree swallows, 
goldfinches and other birds. Macros, as they 
are often called, rely on trees in several 
ways.

Forested riparian buffer tree canopies offer 
shade which keeps water temperatures 
cool, increases dissolved oxygen, and 
minimizes algae overgrowth, allowing 
aquatic organisms such as fish, freshwater 
mussels,and other macroinvertebrates to 
survive and thrive in the creek. Decaying 
tree limbs and trunks produce dissolved 
organic matter which accounts for 46% of a 
creek's nutrient energy, feeding diatoms 
(microalgae), fungi, bacteria, microscopic 
organisms, and macroinvertebrates while 
also stabilizing the bank, dissipating flow 
energy, and creating overhang habitat for 
fish. 

Falling leaves from trees in a forested 
riparian buffer create leaf litter that 
accounts for 34% of the stream's nutrient 
energy, providing sustenance for 
microscopic aquatic life and 
macroinvertebrates, which in turn supports 
the food chain for insects, fish, birds, and 
terrestrial animals. Tree detritus and leaf 

The forested riparian buffer bordering the Darby Creek tributary at Hilltop Park contributes
to improved water quality and a healthy aquatic ecosystem. continues on page 22
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Source: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

WATER QUALITY CONSERVATION
litter in creeks are the foundation of the 
food pyramid, accounting for 80% of the 
stream's nutrient energy that sustains 
aquatic organisms. 

Thus, trees are the keystone species for the 
creek ecosystem and water quality. A 
keystone species is an organism that the 
entire ecosystem depends upon. The 
removal or reduction of a keystone species 
can lead to significant changes in, or even 
the collapse of, the entire ecosystem.

You may have noticed many small tree 
saplings and shrubs, usually with deer 
protection guards around them, planted 
along streams. These are newly installed 
riparian buffers where there was likely only 
grass along the creek banks. These riparian 
buffer restoration projects are the 
beginnings of what will someday be a 
forested riparian buffer. It will take at least 
10-15 years for a newly planted riparian 
buffer to have any impact on water quality 

and 50-100 years for the full benefits of a 
mature forested buffer to be realized. This is 
because saplings must grow before they can 
do the ecosystem work of mature trees in a 
forested riparian buffer. But we must start 
somewhere! If you live along Darby Creek or 
a tributary, planting any number of native 
trees or shrubs — the more, the better — 
along the creek banks will ultimately 
contribute to improved water quality and a 
more robust aquatic ecosystem.

The marsh at Hilltop Park offers habitat to a variety
of wildlife while naturally filtering creek water by
trapping sediments and pollutants.

References:

Fischer, R.A. and Fischenich, J.C. 2000.  Design 
recommendations for riparian corridors and 
vegetated buffer strips. U.S. Army Engineer 
Research and Development Center, 
Environmental Laboratory. Vicksburg, MS.

PA Department of Environmental Protection. 
2010. Riparian Forest Buffer Guidance. 
www.elibrary.dep.state.pa.us/dsweb/Get/
Document-82308/394-5600-001.pdf.

Sweeney, Bernard W. and Blaine, James G. 
June, 2007. Resurrecting the In-Stream Side of 
Riparian Forests. Journal of Contemporary 
Water Research and Education 136: 17-27.

Wise, David. The Other Half of Forested 
Buffers: Stream Ecology and the Role of Forests. 
Stroud Water Research Center. 
https://stroudcenter.org/video/stream-ecology-
and-the-role-of-forests/

The connected floodplain at 
Hilltop Park promotes a robust 
aquatic ecosystem locally and 
downstream in the Darby Creek 
Watershed.
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BIRDHOUSES COME TO EASTTOWN
If you have visited Hilltop Park recently, you 
may have noticed our latest additions to the 
Park's offerings.  In March, 8 Eastern 
Bluebird houses were installed at the 
eastern end of the parkas well as a Purple 
Martin condominium outside Hilltop House. 
These 9 bird houses were recommended to 
Easttown Township when PA Game 
Commission visited the park last fall.  Dan 
Mummer of PA Game Commission said the 
large, open meadow with separation from 
the woods, but nearby perching locations 
was conducive to Eastern Bluebird houses. 
Purple Martins also prefer open clearings 
away from the woods, but proximity to 
humans. Mummer's recommendations to 
the Township were provided to the EAC, 
who decided to act upon his suggestions 
this spring offering an educational birding 
opportunity to Easttown residents as 
another way of getting to know our natural 
neighbors.

For those unfamiliar with Eastern Bluebirds, 
they are beautiful, small birds native to 
North America, east of the Rocky 
Mountains. Males have bright blue 
plumage, a warm orange belly, and white 
lower belly. Females are gray, with bluish 
wings and tails and orange-brown bellies. 
Juveniles of both sexes are gray in color with 
blue tinted wings and tail feathers. They are 
secondary cavity dwellers, meaning they 
must nest in holes in trees and cavities that 
have already been made by other species 
ex. Woodpeckers.  The removal of dead 
trees and snags has greatly reduced their 
breeding habitat making them increasingly 
reliant on humans for nesting sites.

Purple Martins are another American 
songbird with beautiful, deep purple 
plumage, cheery songs and great aerial 
tricks. Trees with multiple woodpecker 
holes that would have been the ancient 
nesting sites of these colonial nesting birds, 
have disappeared as forests have been cut 
down to build houses and other buildings. 
Since the early 1800s, and perhaps even 
prior to Europeans settling here, humans in 
the eastern US have provided the housing 
that purple martins require for nesting. 
According to the Purple Martin 
Conservation Association, their population 
has declined over 24% in the past 50 years 
due to habitat loss and competition with 
European House sparrows and Starlings.

The unique relationship between humans 
and Purple Martins appears to be mutually 
beneficial- martins were valued by people 
for eating insects that eat crops (some 
studies show they can eat upwards of 260 
billion insects a year!) and because they 
chased crop eating birds away from 
farmland. ÊAt one time, many farms across 
eastern and southern states had purple 
martin houses, but the tradition has 
declined as farmlands have been lost.

While they too are found in the spring and 
summer east of the Rocky Mountains, they 

leave in early fall for a balmy winter in 
Brazil. When they arrive back home, they 
are similarly reliant on humans for nesting 
habitat. Purple Martins prefer to next in 
colonies where they can be close together 
(and close to humans, as they are social 
birds)!  After speaking with several other 
local Purple Martin colony managers, the 
EAC selected a house/gourd hybrid 
condominium structure on a pulley system 
for easier nest monitoring. Purple Martins 
like to nest high in the air, and in sites 
previously colonized, hence the pulley 
system for raising and lowering houses for 
monitoring and cleaning, and decoys on the 
roof to encourage martins to check out the 
space.

A handy Easttown Resident volunteered to 
build us several bluebird houses at no cost, 
offering us 4 beautiful homes; the other 4 
houses were sourced and installed by 
Willistown Conservation Trust and their 
Bluebird monitoring program.

Following installation, resident volunteers 
attended complimentary training through 
an online Bird Town PA workshop, as well as 

an in-person training with Blake Goll of 
Willistown Conservation Trust. Resident 
volunteers can now sign up to monitor bird 
houses on a weekly basis using provided 
equipment and monitoring logs.  As of early 
May, our volunteers have seen two Eastern 
Bluebird nests started in the houses along 
with several Sparrow nests. Purple Martins 
are just beginning to arrive back from their 
winters in Brazil and have been sighted 
around the houses. Colonies may take 
several years to develop but once 
established can last decades as Purple 
Martins practice “site fidelity,” returning to 
the same colony year after year.

We hope you enjoy seeing the increased 
bird activity surrounding Hilltop Park's 
newest bird houses and learning more 
about these beautiful North American birds. 

If you are interested in getting involved with 
bird house monitoring, please check out the 
Sign Up Genius: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094
DADA923A0F58-55364891-bluebird#/
or email us at easttown@easttown.org.
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COMMUNITY COMPOSTING

• Brown paper bags
   (uncoated and unlaminated)
• Cardboard (ripped up)
• Coffee grounds/paper filters
• Compostable plates
• Corncobs
• Eggshells & paper egg cartons
• Breads & pastries
• Fireplace ashes (cooled)
• Fruits  all parts
• Grass clippings
• Hay and straw
• Leaves
• Paper napkins/paper towels   
   (without cleaning chemicals)
• Pasta
• Pet hair
• Pizza boxes (soiled is fine as    
   long as it's ripped up)
• Pine needles

• Shredded Newspaper
• Nut shells
• Rice
• Sawdust
• Tea bags (remove staples)

Back to Earth Compost Crew hosts a Compost Collection Site at the Easttown Library 
st rdparking lot on the 1  and 3  Saturday of each month from 12:00 — 2:00 PM.

Bring your five-gallon bucket of food scraps for just $5.  Use your own bucket or 
purchase one from Back to Earth for $10

PLEASE NO meat, bones, dairy, produce stickers, rubber bands, twist ties, coated cardboard, junk mail or plastics.
We CANNOT accept bio bags or any type of plastic-like materials—even when marked compostable.

What can I put in my Compost bucket?
Yes!  These items can be composted…if they can fit in your bucket(s):

• Toothpicks
• Veggies  all parts
• Wood chips
• Yard trimmings
   (no vines or invasive weeds)

This spring the Easttown EAC wrapped up 
an exciting project: the creation of a 
greenhouse gas emissions inventory for the 
Township and recommendations for climate 
action. This project was done with the Penn 
State University Local Climate Action 
Program (LCAP). After completing a 
community-wide greenhouse gas emissions 
inventory earlier this year, two Penn State 
University students, guided by their faculty 
advisor, worked with an Easttown Twp EAC 
member and Township staff to draft a 
climate action plan to reduce emissions and 
pull together other case studies and 
resources for community education and 
outreach to support climate action.

The greenhouse gas emissions inventory 
finds that like many residential 
communities, Easttown Township's biggest 
emissions sectors include Transportation 
(43%), Residential Energy (40%), and 

Commercial Energy (12%). These areas 
therefore represent the biggest 
opportunities for emissions reductions and 
were a key focus of the spring LCAP work.

The draft climate action plan produced 
during this spring semester provides a set of 
recommendations for potential climate 
action that will not only reduce Easttown's 
greenhouse gas emissions but also provide 
important and desirable co-benefits related 
to improving public health, reducing energy 
costs, and enhancing community resiliency. 
The plan includes both short- and long-term 
recommendations with varying degrees of 
emissions impact. For the largest sector, 
Transportation, recommended actions 
included improving transportation 
efficiency, building out electric vehicle 
charging locations in the community, and 
integrating electric vehicle charging 
requirements into building codes. For 

residential and commercial energy, 
opportunities to reduce energy demand in 
our buildings, incentivize building 
electrification, and increase energy 
efficiency were recommended.  There are 
opportunities available to residents to 
improve the weatherization of their homes, 
learn more about cost-effective ways to 
implement solar on their rooftops, and get 
rebates and discounts from PECO to reduce 
overall at home electricity demand.

The EAC's participation in the LCAP has 
guided some strategic thinking about 
climate action and potential alignment with 
the existing and robust Chester County 
Climate Action Plan while developing tailor-
made recommendations for Easttown 
Township. The resulting draft document is 
intended to be a living document from 
which we can pull ideas to ensure a more 
thriving, resilient Eastttown.

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
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Pedals for Progress/Sewing Peace, in its 
continuing effort to recycle unwanted items 
properly, is having a used bike and sewing 
machine collection sponsored by
Chester Co. Solid Waste Authority.
Anyone with an adult or child's bicycle in 
repairable condition is urged to donate their 
bike to this worthy cause. We do not accept 
“bikes for parts” or disassembled bikes.
We also accept working portable sewing 
machines and sewing notions (no fabric, 
please).

Bikes and sewing machines can be dropped 
off rain or shine:

th SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 2025
9AM-12PM
West Goshen Municipal Complex
ENTER from Five Points Rd.
1025 Paoli Pike. West Goshen, PA 19380

P4P/SP collects 3,000 to 5,000 items 
annually and transfers this material wealth 
to those in greater need. To date more than 
170,000 bicycles and 6,300 sewing 
machines have been shipped to developing 
countries in Central America, Africa and 
Eastern Europe. In these countries the bikes 

are reconditioned by partner agencies and 
distributed at low cost to poor working 
adults. Bikes provide reliable transportation 
for commuting to work, transporting 
product to market, and provide greater 
mobility accessing health care and other 
services. Sewing machine shipments help 
initiate educational programs and generate 
income opportunities that may otherwise 
remain out of reach for many people. 
Steady employment for adults is vital to the 
development and success of struggling 
communities.

It costs $75on average to collect, process, 
and shipeach bicycle. A donation toward 
shipping costs is necessary for our 
continued success. $20 is suggested per bike 
and sewing machine. All cash and material 
donations are fully deductible. A receipt will 
be provided on site.

Pedals for Progress/Sewing Peace is a 
501(c)(3) corporation and a registered 
charity in the states of NJ, NY, PA, CT, VT. 
Brochures explaining this innovative 
program will be available at the collection 
site. P4P seeks donations of wrenches for 
our overseas shops. For detailed 
information about our overseas projects 
and a current schedule of bicycle and 
sewing machine collections, visit our 
website at www.p4p.org.

For more information please contact:
Alan Schultz, President P4P/SP
alan@p4p.org
908.399.8217

P.O. Box 312
High Bridge, NJ 08829

LITHIUM-ION BATTERY DISPOSAL HAZARD  BY PATTI LYNN RECYCLING RESOURCES MANAGER

It is extremely likely that you have 
rechargeable lithium-ion batteries in 
your home — to power a cell phone, 
laptop, or power tool, for example. 
Batteries are both ubiquitous and 
confusing, having various sizes and 
chemistries in multiple products. 
They also don't last forever. It is 
important to know how to properly 
dispose of them, ESPECIALLY those 
with lithium-ion (Li-ion). From 
button cells to embedded ones, 
batteries are smaller, lighter, 
cheaper, but more energy-dense 
than ever before. Their power can 
make them dangerous to manage, 
even if you think they have lost their 
charge.

The two Chester County landfills 
that accept your trash must 
routinely manage potential fire 
conditions. Collectors of trash and 
recyclables must also be prepared 
for dangerous materials that may be 

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

hidden in residents' containers. You 
wouldn't want a "hot load" dumped 
in your neighborhood!

Batteries are either primary (one 
and done), or they are rechargeable.

• Look for these symbols that mean 
lithium-ion in a battery: Li-ion, Li+, 
LiB, LIB, UN3480, and UB 3481 (If 
built into a product).

• Beware counterfeit Li-ion 
batteries; they are often made with 
lower quality materials and less 
safety features. Look for misspelled 
words, forged certifications, cheap 
packaging and pricing, and 
suspicious third-party sellers online. 

• A spent battery can still have a 
charge. Li-ion batteries are 
flammable if they are punctured. It 
is unsafe to remove a Li-ion battery. 
Before battery drop-off, tape the 
terminals, or put the same type of 
batteries (all NiCad, e.g.) in a plastic 
bag. View the CCSWA's safety video.

BASIC FACTS:

HOW YOU SHOULD HANDLE 
"DEAD" BATTERIES: 

RECHARGEABLES DO NOT go in your 
recycling bin OR your trash bin. 

• Retailers such as Staples, Home 
Depot, and Lowes often accept 
batteries. Check online or use 
Call2Recycle's zip code locator: 
www.call2recycle.org/locator/

• Register for a County Household 
Hazardous Waste event.

• Bicycle batteries: the Call2Recycle 
product stewardship organization 
that recycles batteries has partnered 
with People for Bikes to collect bike 
batteries at retail bike shops.

• Small power equipment batteries: 
www.opei.org/battery-basics/

• Alkaline batteries (AA, AAA, etc.) 
are the ONLY ones that can safely go 
in trash.

• For more battery types, visit 
www.chestercountyswa.org/373/Dis
posing-of-Batteries 

Batteries are getting recycled for 
their component metals, thereby 
reducing extraction needed from the 
earth. That is a good thing. Please be 
safe and responsible with your 
batteries.

KEEP LITHIUM-ION BATTERIES 
OUT OF TRASH & RECYCLING
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HALLOWEEN SAFETY
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